
What’s up Weelic,
I have a problem. A student came in 
looking for advice on planning and 
brainstorming. By the end of the ses-
sion she was having these novel ideas 
that seem to fit in well. But the ideas 
don’t work - I know because I took 
the class before. I didn’t want to use 
that reason, but I said it anyway. After 
that the session seemed weird and 
authoritarian. What should I do?

- Authoritarian Marian

Dear A. Marian,
Well, it’s hard to restrain oneself from 
contributing advice. After all, I’ve 
been in this business of giving advice 
for years, and boy, the joys of it.... 
But what happens when the advice’s 
not finely balanced with panache? 
It would seem like you are trying to 
steer the rudder for him/her. Take a 
leaf from North and get some good 
old minimalism in your mind. Re-
member that sometimes less is more. 
This means focusing on one point to 
change, simply saying less, and inter-
jecting less (and best if not at all).
If your queasiness stems from your 
urge to give the “That’s the way its 
done” thing, then try giving yourself 
some space. Listen to his/her ideas, 
breathe (while trying not to think 
of judgmental things), and rephrase 
what you think you’ve heard. Re-
member the normal discourse is 
always useful when writing stuff. 
But sometimes your writer might be 
making some abnormal discourse 

that might change the discourse 
paradigm. Or it could be poorly 
written normal discourse that should 
be pruned right away, but that’s a 
judgment call that you cannot make. 
Suggest that to the writer, and ask 
him/her to make the judgment call. 
Finally, to avoid the irony of sound-
ing authoritarian, please do take my 
advice with a pinch of salt. 

To less dictatorship,
Weelic
  *

What’s up Weelic,
My friend came in. And it’s really 
hard to help her because she says we 
will end up chatting. What should I 
do?

-Ms. Popular

Dear Ms. popular,
Well, that’s possibly one of the rea-
sons why the writing center is staffed 
with several people at the same time. 
Since the writing center is geared 
with peer tutoring in mind, in a small 
school you will end up helping some 
friends. Perhaps it might be hard to 
sit down and read a paper with your 
chummiest buddy. 

If you have no other choice, try print-
ing out the paper. It gives you time to 
get some fresh air and enter business 
mode. Also, the two of you won’t end 
up sitting in front of a laptop, where 
the temptation of Facebook awaits.  

Finally, I would like to point out that 
exceptions exist. I know a tutor who 
had her best friend come over to 
spend time on a paper, which turned 
out to be a really productive time for 
the writer. Perhaps North’s “Change 
the writer, not the writing” would be 
easier to do if you share a history of 
positive interactions with the writer 
(aka friendship). Enjoy the tutoring 
experience!

To your popularity,
Weelic
  *

What’s up Weelic,
A tutee came in with a paper chock-
full of grammatical errors. He says 
it’s due two days later, and he had 
already done a lot of work on it. The 
tutee and I don’t have the time and 
energy to refine every line. How do I 
pick my battles?

-Picky Grammarian

Dear Picky Grammarian
One way would be to put down that 
editing pen, and to read it for what 
the essay is really trying to say. Read-
ing such chunky texts aloud might 
be awkward or potentially embar-
rassing. You could suggest “Reading 
aloud can be a good way to develop 
an internal voice.” If possible, allow 
the student to respond without direct-
ly asking him to read it.  

It is likely that you will be read-

ing silently. In this case, you could 
try holding that writing hand to 
your pants to better resist the urge 
to write or type something. Allow 
yourself to ask the writer questions 
to clarify points raised in the essay, 
and perhaps mark an arrow at that 
line to signify that you have asked 
a question at that juncture.  By the 
end of this first scan through the 
paper, the areas where the writing 
is unclear would have been marked 
with arrows. These would indicate 
parts where the grammar might have 
caused unclear meanings.

Sometimes the paper might not 
appear to have changed much af-
ter a long time and this might be 
discouraging. But more time was 
spent talking global concerns than 
correcting or proofreading for small 
mistakes. And when you do focus on 
the grammar that affects global con-
cerns, you are spending quality time 
that helps improve the tutee’s writing 
process, in turn improving his next 
essay. The writing might still be weak, 
but the writer has emerged stronger 
from the writing center. This sacrifice 
is worth it. As you’ve said, you’ve got 
to pick your battles.

Divide et impera,
Weelic
  *

What’s up Weelic
A student came in, saying that she 
is stuck. How do I encourage her to 

generate new ideas and to make her 
do all the work?

-Writer’s Block

Dear Writer’s Block,
Brainstorming can be difficult and 
elusive. It is possible that the student 
has her own way of brainstorming, 
but somehow it did not work this 
time. This could be really frustrating, 
especially if the paper is due soon, so 
do your best to be encouraging and be 
a great listener.

Often there will be an inner voice 
telling us “this idea won’t work” , 
and this really stifles the creative 
process. It might be useful to think of 
divergent thinking, which generates 
creative ideas, and critical thinking, 
which analyzes these ideas and flesh-
es them out, as two sides of the same 
coin. Encourage your tutee to see only 
one side at a time.

If done successfully, the tutee can 
then move on to a period of free writ-
ing. This process of actively generat-
ing ideas has also been called “brain 
barfing” (one of Evan’s favorite term.) 

Perhaps later, you can flip the coin 
and start picking the things that 
work. For now, just brain-barf. It can 
be as liberating as it sounds. 

To your 85%
Weelic 
  

My friend says we will talk 
too much at the writing center
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What’s up Weelic,
A student came in and felt despon-
dent about writing, and he wondered 
about the whole point of rhetoric. 
What might be something to say 
without feeling stuffy?

-Stuffed

Dear Stuffed,
I’d like to quote my fellow writing 
associate.
“Writing is power, and bad writing 
has no power. It is our job to empow-
er our students with their own voice.” 
Josh. 

You also should do your best to tell 
your tutee that he can learn to be 
a good writer – heck, anyone can! 
That’s the reason why we struggle to 
write and choose our words carefully 
and revise our writing. We know that 
with experience, we will get better at 
writing.

Psychologists have known that rep-
etition of positive messages leads to 
internalization. So get him to repeat 
this to himself aloud. “I can be a 
great writer. I will change my feelings 
of inadequacy.” Rinse, wash, repeat.

A smoothie at Decafé might help too. 
The natural sugars help make every-
thing feel better. 

-Positively,
Weelic
  *

What’s up Weelic
There is this one kid who will come 
in and sit at the writing center, and 
do nothing but write. Occasionally 
he comments on other people. What 
should I do about this? Should I do 
anything at all?

-Feeling-the-vibes

Dear Feeling-the-vibes,
How would you feel if you are really 
feeling it and you are writing in the 
writing center, and it really works 
for you, and while you are there, you 
really get lots of things done? Will 
you remember the awkward person 
staring at you? Nope, chances are you 
will be so engrossed that you won’t 
remember anything but the writing. 
(You can refer to Flower and Hayes’ 
“Cognitive Process of Writing”, but 
it’s really simpler than that. ) So let 
the kid do his work, and don’t chase 
him away, unless he is making highly 
inappropriate comments in rapid suc-
cession. If not, why turn down some-
one from a common space meant to 
make writing accessible to all? 

Let the good vibes roll,
Weelic
  *

What’s up Weelic,
I have been helping ESL students and 
I find myself lapsing into a certain 
strategy for helping them. Is this a 
bad thing ?

-Prone-to-categorize

Dear Prone-to-categorize
Here’s one way to think about it: The 
individual attention given to each 
student is at the heart of the writing 
center. If you are a writing tutor, 
your job will be best accomplished by 
tweaking your approach for each stu-
dent. This means that the onus will 
be on you to adapt to each student, 
and so putting on blanket strategies 
for ESL students – which as you have 
noted, really varies – would be miss-
ing the point in the writing center. 
Blanket strategies might be easy now, 
but it would be unhelpful in the long 
run. 

You are on the right track for change 
because you are observant about 
your own actions and are continual-
ly reflecting. Keep a log of your own 
actions and your strategy for each 
session you had. Perhaps you might 
keep that in the Blackboard journal, 
or perhaps your personal diary. 

Or perhaps you could simply be 
running out of ideas. Sometimes tag-
team tutoring (where two tutors help 
one tutee) will help you learn new 
approaches from your fellow writing 
associates.

Personally, tutoring ESL students 
can be a most rewarding experience, 
and it has made me think harder 
about the interplay of language and 
thought. I hope you will discover this 
as well.

Uniquely yours,
Weelic

Aries
As the first of the Zodiac, Aries are 
confident leaders. Imbue the writers 
who talk to you with your presence 
and confidence, so they can do the 
same for their writing. However, be 
mindful to maintain a minimalist 
approach and resist the impulse to 
stuff your ideas into others’ mind (or 
paper). Aries’ initiative often needs 
to be tempered with the need to stay 
on track. Remember to finish your 
paper before starting a new one. That 
said, you are unafraid to start a new 
terrain (or any disciplinary genre), no 
matter how foreign it might be.

Taurus
You enjoy reward. The tactile sen-
sation of freshly printed paper, the 
smell of coffee, and the bounce of a 
MacBook keyboard (among other 
creature comforts) appeal to you. You 
adore comfort and soothing things, 
especially smooth fonts. Taurus 
possesses a fixed quality and so your 
tutoring experience is often per-

ceived as steadfast and practical. Your 
dogged perseverance often winds up 
being viewed as stubbornness, so do 
your best to read the signs and wrap 
your mind around the various par-
adigms of writing instruction. You 
enjoy harmony, and your tutees will 
enjoy your calm nature.

Gemini
Born under this sign, you love to talk! 
It’s not just chatter, either; you em-
brace paradoxes with ease and excel 
at generating ideas. A great conver-
sationalist, you will do well to spark 
your tutee’s creative juices to aid 
them in their creative brainstorming 
process. You love to develop relation-
ships, so be careful about spending 
too much time 
talking instead of helping a tutee with 
their work. You can easily see both 
sides of an issue, making the exer-
cises in “They Say I Say” a breeze for 
you. The downside of such a flexible 
mind, however, can be the difficulty 
in stating and sticking to one point. 

Writing Horoscopes
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Cancer
You take great pleasure in the com-
forts of home and family. Like 
Cancer’s tough bulwark of a shell, 
you offer your refuge to others with 
gentleness and kindness. Your ma-
ternal side shines through when you 
work with ESL students and novice 
writers, but sometimes, you may have 
difficulty letting go. Remember your 
tutee has other assignments in other 
classes too, and the text ultimately 
belongs to them. 

Leo
You are warm of spirit and straight-
forward. You can be opinionated, 
and often directly point out faults 
in the paper. As you blaze through 
the text, remember to acknowledge 
the feelings of those around you, 
and not hurt people’s feelings. That 
said, you are often generous of spirit 
and your determination to succeed 
inspires others. Supremely talented, 
you have a flair for the dramatic and 
that shows in your writing and your 
comments of others’ writing. 

Virgo
Those born under this sign are often 
picky and critical, but it makes for 
great proofreaders. Virgos, more than 
any other sign, were born to serve, 
and it gives then great joy. You are 
industrious, methodical and efficient, 
and the sense of duty you bear to the 
writing center is considerable. Virgos 
are truly interested in understanding 
things, and this helps you when you 
read outside your specialty. However, 
your perfectionist streak may over-
whelm your tutees, and at times, you 
might have the crippling sensation 
that your own paper is always far 
from complete. It might do you good 
to dispel these shackles of anxiety by 
declaring the paper as done earlier 
than you normally do.

libra
As the scales of the Zodiac, those 
born under Libra are concerned with 
ethics. You are always thinking about 
what you can do to make the writing 
center a fair place, and Delpit’s writ-
ing intrigues you greatly. You abhor 
conflict, often to the degree of being 
indecisive. Born under this sign, 
you are adept at charming conver-
sation, always wrapping your advice 

in an air of diplomacy and style. You 
love grammar, all five definitions of 
them. If possible, stick it to the global 
grammar concerns while tutoring. It 
will be a tough struggle, but it will be 
worthwhile. 

scorpio
You love to zero in on the essential 
questions. You are concerned with 
the beginning and endings of things, 
and are afraid of neither introduc-
tions nor conclusions. The curiosity 
of Scorpios is immeasurable, and 
you probe your tutee’s writing, no 
matter how obscure the topic might 
be. Scorpios don’t miss much, since 
they are attuned to the vibrations of 
others. Scorpios are not quitters. Your 
determination and passion will serve 
you well when you have a long paper 
due.

Sagittarius
As the truth-seeker, you love to look 
at the big picture, and as an enthusi-
astic consumer of information, you 
bring much knowledge to the peo-
ple you help. This is very helpful for 
the variety of disciplinary genres of 
papers you will encounter over the 
coming semester. Those born under 

this sign are clear thinkers, and this 
helps you work well when writing 
argumentative papers. You listen to 
what others’ have to say, in keeping 
with the mutable quality assigned to 
Sagittarius. However, you might be 
prone to procrastination and self-in-
dulgence since things come so easily 
to them (thanks your charming and 
sociable nature). 

Capricorn
You are all about hard work. You like 
climbing mountains and attaining the 
next height in tutoring. As a Capri-
corn, your love of status might put 
some people off. Try to put the peer 
back into peer tutoring. While you 
are patient, at times you can become 
quite unforgiving of those who aren’t 
as diligent or ambitious as you are. 
Thankfully, those born under the 
Capricorn sign will be sensible in 
their interactions with tutees, and do 
their job with responsibility and qual-
ity.  While you might not be interest-
ed in wild ideas, do realize that your 
tutees are entitled to theirs.

aquarius
While printing out papers might 
work for some, it does not seem to be 

the best medium for Aquarius. As the 
Water Bearer, you might wet every 
piece of paper you touch, according 
to the prophecy of the sage Selesnick. 
Avoid wetting your tutee’s work by 
using the computer if necessary. In 
addition, the prophet paints a meta-
phor for your writing as a sandcastle 
shaped by the ocean of your mind. 
You will do well by removing chaff, 
leaving the best parts behind. 

pisces
As the final sign in the Zodiac, you 
bring together many of the charac-
teristics of the signs that came be-
fore you. Your duality allows you to 
switch between dreams and reality, 
and this lends well to writing meta-
cognitive reflections. You feel com-
fortable in an illusory world, indeed, 
in the fish bowl we call the writing 
center. Pisces can feel misunderstood 
much of the time, and it extends to 
feelings about the various aspects of 
writing instruction. You are compas-
sionate, easily feeling another’s pain 
as they struggle with writing dead-
lines. Those born under this sign love 
to help others and do so in the most 
imaginative of ways. You immerse 
yourself in the arts and other creative 
pursuits, and often you dream of 
enjoying a well-written story from a 
creative writing major as you sit in 
the fish bowl. 
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Dear Reader,
For this project, I’m trying to experiment with different forms. And by forms I really mean the layout, the spatial positions 
of the words on paper. I understand that spatial forms and its relation to rhetoric will not be something tackled in a com-
position class or on any topics of tutoring writing (it seemed more like a topic covered in advertising), but I’m hoping to 
experiment with the relationship between spatial forms and rhetoric.  

There is the idea that as seasoned writers, we can easily generate wonderful rhetoric in a topic of our choosing, and often 
the image for such a piece would be long expositions modeled after the readings made by the academics of the field. But I 
believe there is also a time and place for simple, distilled messages which entails the instruction or theory of this field. 
We have done a lot of readings that explored several topics in depth, but at the end of it, we often struggle to marry theory 
and practice. As writing associates, we often ask ourselves to return to the question of how theory would inform practice. 
In class, it is common to hear someone jumps in and say “So how does this relate to my work in the writing center?” This 
piece attempts to capture the spirit of such conversations into the ‘lifestyle’ section of a daily, thus keeping it accessible and 
salient. 
 
Remember those “Dear Abby” or “Aunt Agony” or “Relationship Q&A” that you might have read in dailies, tabloids, and 
magazines? We now have a “writing center edition.” It even comes with a horoscopes section. Enjoy. 
 

Weelic Chong
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